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] (®) PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACIES

I. EVALUATION

This book, Der Aufbau des Sozialismus in den eurcpaeis h

okratie, published by Volk und Wissen Volkseigner Verlag, Berlin,
1954, is & collection of excerpts from speeches, newspaper and magezine ar-
ticles, books, and other printed material originally published in the Soviet
Bloc countries and previously reprinted in translation or in the original
German in various East German publications. These quotations, varying from
& few lines to one or two pages, are arranged within the framework of a logi-
cally conceived table of con:en:ts.

The table of contents -- actually a frame of reference -- and a short
preface are the only original contributions of the editors, whou otherwise
limited themselves to the selecting and sorting of availsble appropriate
material.

The editors grouped the material in seven main chapters. The first |
three chapters are devoted to the theoretical, economic, and political
foundations of a People's Demccrac; . Chapters IV and V contain examples
of the material, social, and cultural achievements in each of the satellite
L. countries. Chapter VI illustrates the pemceful intentionms of the Buropean
People's Democracies by quotations covering aliogether four pages. Chapter
VII contains eight biographical sketches uf prominent politicel personalities,
none of them from the GDR.

The appendix consists of six pages of meager, partly obsolete, statistical
material, mostly taien from istigcl Zis, en East Berlin wonthly peri-
odical, and a one-page chart on the foreign irade of ihe satellites with a
cut-off date of 1951. None of the stsiistical material refers to the GDR.

— The two and a half pgze bibiiography enumerates only material for the
§ix "older" satellites and contains no.hing on the GDR, although the
list is limited exclusively to German-languayge material.

In tencr, the book is a fervent eulogy of the form of government called
People's Democracy. This effect is achieved by the skillful selection and
arrangement of the eacerpts whichmeke up the book. The proven method of
repetition is frequently resorted to.

The theoretical part (Chapters I = III} is decidedly supericr io the
subsequent chapters. This is probably due to the abundance of this kind
of discussion material in the Germen language. Moreover, .his type of
presentation needs no clear-cut distinction between facts snd fables,
belween stated goals and sctual realization. Chepter III {The Political
Foundation of People's Dervcracy) includes some cleverly chosen lengthly
eXcerpts on constitutional principles by N. P. Farberov, a propeganda
plece against the aggress.veness of the US by B. Leont'yev, and a short
statenent on the class struggle by A. Cepicra.

Factual information should be contained in Chapters IV to VI but it
is almost totally lacking. Statements in flovwery language made by prominent
personalities on special cccasions are given in place of' facts; existing
conditions, plans, and promises for the Tuture, theoretical doctrines, and
barefaced propaganda are fused into the same pronouncements.
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This report gives a verbatin translation of the table of contentis waich f - R
by its detalls points up every facet of the sub,ect matter which the authors f
iry to present. It must be cautioned’ hovever, that the chapter headings and )
subtitles promise infinitely more than is answered in the body of the book. l'
|
Many subtitles refer only to ome or two short paragraphs,as can be seen ‘
by the page numbers included in the table of contents. They indicate clearly '
hov little space the book devotes to the many important questions which it pur- 1)
ports to answer. )
) ' ‘
II. TABLE OF CONTENTS -

Page
Preface - i
I. The Theoretical Foundation of a People's Democracy 9
Stalin's doctrine is puti ipio practice by the
builders of socialism 13
. The creation of the People's Democracles as
the expression of the deepening crisis of
)y capitalism 14
R Under what conditions did the People's Democracies
¥ originate? 15
The decisive role of the USSR in the origin and de- f
velopment of the People's Democracies 15 :
1
!
The various phases of the siruggle of the passes i
for the establishment and developmwenl of the ;
People's Democracies 17 ;
i
The first phase in the development of the People's :
Democracies 19
Against imperiaslism and feudal ruile 19
The transition to socialist revolution z0
The second phase in the develcpment of the People's
Democracies 22
The dictatorsnip of the proletariat snd the
building of socjalism 22
Characteristics of a People's Demccracy 23
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II. The Economic Foundation of a People's Democracy g L1 i
Beononic development during the transition a1
period from capitalism to socialisg 24 (l
Survey of the world economic situstion 24
A People's Democracy creates its ovn ecomomic R %
Toundation 25 .
The economic structure of & People's Democracy 26 il
Curbing and displacing capitalist slements 28 5 !—_‘i‘:
The treatment by a People's Democracy of small
property acquired by individuals 30
The socialist industriamlizatiop of the ecopomy 31
Surpasesing the industiry of the capitaiist
countries quantitetively and gqualitatively 3z
The influence of the World Peace Camp on the
. ipndusirialization ¢f ibe People's Democracies 34 :
¥ Basic principles for the introd.ctiom of
socialism in Poland's Six-Year Plan 35
- Some special features of the People's Democracies
and their industrial development 3t
Poland 3
Czechoslovakia 39
Hungery Lo
R Rumenie L1
Bulgaria Lz
Albania 43
The agrarian reform Ly
Collectivization of agric.liure 45
Four types of egriculturel cooperatives 4o
The development in the individusl countries 87
Planned economy in the People's Democracies Ly
Two world merkets end their development L3
Trade of the countries in the Peace Cerr Lo
s
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The international importance of the econonmic
policy of the USSR 50
Bconomic cooperation between the USSR and the
People's Democracies 50
The decline of the capitalist vorld market 51
Democratic trade grows and expands 52
Trade contributes to the rapid development of
productive forces 53
Concerted planning in the trade relations of
the Peace Camp 54
Complerentary economics in the couniries of the
Peace Camp 55
Joint exploitation of nmatural resources 55
Trade possibilities of the individual People's
Democracies 5z
, Poiand 56
. Czechoslovakia 53
Hungary 58
Ruman:a 59
Bulgaria £0
Albania &C
Commodity exchange beiween Polard and the GDR ol
The economic relations betveen Czechoslovakia srd
the GDR 2] ;
{
Commodity exchange between Bulgeria and the GDR [N :
i
III. The Political Foundation of a People's Democracy l
t
J. V. Stalin on the increasing influence of the i 1
Communists £5 ;
Bffectuation of the umity cf the working class ip ‘ l
the People's Dumocracies €5 ; p
For internatiopalism &
1. The Cormunist parties ard workers' parties 5 zhe
People's Democrecies in their Tight for socialism ¥
Initiator and leading force 66
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Page
Recognition by the population of the leading
role of these parties 67
Their responsibilities in the state 67
ew cadres for administration and economy 68
Solidifying of fthese parties'] position in
rural areas €8
The foundations of the political education
of the masses 68
The role of the trade unions 68
2. The constitutiomsof the European People's
Democracies 69
The role of the law 69
The state apparatus grows stronger with every
passing day 69 :
Tae constitution was created by the people 69
yo- The constitutions of the People's Democracies
are based on the class concept 70
The nationslization of the means of production -- ;
prerequisite for the transition to a planned ;
economy 71 :
The rights and liberties of the working
population as guaranteed in the constitution 71 '
i
The duties of the citizens as defined in the i
constitution 72
All democratic rights and literties are guaranteed '
in the People's Democracies 73 i
The democratic centralism of the People's
Democracies 73 ; \
3. The consolidation of the People's Democracies ;
through overcoming the resistance of the '
capitalist elements 75
Implacable class struggle against exploiters 75 4
Undermining the democratic states - ope of the
wost important methods of the US policy of
aggression 15
On the cless struggle in the People's Democracies &¢
. The ideological struggle 81
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Page
The experience and help of the USSR are of
inestimable value 81
The victory of the working c¢lass in
Czechoslovakie in February 1948 81
The Mindszenty conspiracy 8l
The Rajik conspiracy 85
The conspiratory group led by Slansky a7
The c¢rimes of former Polish Bishop Kaczmarek 90
IV. Bxemples of the Rapid Growth of the Productive Forces
in the People's Democracies
1. Major industrial construction:
Poland: Rova Huta g2
Czechoslovakia; New metallurgical combines ok
The largest drop forge in Europe [in Kuncice | 9L
y . The most modern cranes [used for construction
in Vitkovice] 9%
Hydrotechnical installations g6
Rumsnia: The petroleum industry in the service
of the pecple g6
Bulgaria: Bulgarian steel 98
Albania: New indusirial enterprises 99
2. Reconstruction and new construction of cities
Warsaw:
A heap of ruPble in 1945 100
Reconstruction according to plan 100
Warsaw will be three timesas large as
before World War II 101
269,000 new dwelling units since 1945 101
Industrial districts with bright hygienic
places of work 101
Nevw soclalist cities in Czechoslovakis 102
Tirana grows tc be a medern cepital city 1lo2
- Varpalota, new Hungarian city 103
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The new agriculture

The transformation of nature according to the example
of the USSR

The development of 8griculture in the People's
Democracies

Poland: report on a Polish sgriculiural producers’
cooperat.ve

Ruman.a: the way of collective farming - a vay
10 abundance

Hungery: the development of a Hungarian producer
- cooperative

Czechoslovak.a: v.llages on the way to prosperity
Increasing prosperity in Bulgarian villeges
Albania: on the way to progress

Recons.ruccion in the area reuniied wicth Poland
east of 'he Oder-Neisse line.

In the western regions of Poland
V. Everything Revolves Around the H.man Being
1. lhe imporiance of .he new aititude toward labor
2. ‘he care for ihe numan being
Sai:.sfaccion of ever-.ncreasing needs

Woring for ome's own prosper.ty - a happy
experience

The na:.onal income grows

Real wages increase

Sales of goods incresse sleadily
Increasing prosperi.y in rurel areas

“he proiection of the worker

Care for mother and ch.lu

Bulgaria luwers prices

Iwporiant price reduct.on in Czechosloval..a

Accelerated increase .n the stendard of
living ir Hungsry [impending;

Constant rise in the materisl welfare and cultural
level of the Rimenian Worxing populescion
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Poland abolishes its rai.on stamp system and :
raises vwages and salar.es 130
The economic upswing in Albenia leads to improved
supplies for the populatior 130
3. Life of the working population in che People's
. Democracies
Zdzislaw Skorzynski, cemen: worker and delegate
of the Se,m 130 :
The regained homeland grovws more beauliful than ‘
ever [the region east of the Uder-Ne.see l.ne] 131
About the life of a Hungarian worker 132
i
The Albanian women - working actively for the H
development of soc.alism 134 5
. 4. Youih builds the fuiure V
Youth is assured of the best chances for development 135 1‘
i
i
Pleasure and recres.ion for young people 135 ;
The role of you.h organ.izaiions 135 i
Youth as an imporiant factor in the development i
of soc.al.sm 136
Youth fights for the peace of the world 137 '
2. A new culture is developing :
1}
The culiural agreements of the GDR wiih the i
People's Democracies 138
The cultures of the free nations begin to ‘
flourish 139 !
Cultural development in: z
i
i
Poland 140 l
Czechoslovakia 1z i
Hungary b5
Bulgaria 1he
Rumania 150
Albania 151
t. Examples for solv.ng the problem of nationalities: i
The solution of ihe naiionalities problem in
Czechoslovakia 153
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Free development of nationalities in Hungary 155 ’ SR
The nationel minorities in Rumania 156 : "ﬁr A
Full equality for the Turkish population living ' .i-
in Bulgarias 158 , 4
*
VI. The Common Fight for Peace v b .
!
The Prague Declaration of 22 October 1950 by the
foreign ministers of the USSR, Albania, Bulgarie B L
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Rumania,, Hungary, and the GDR 160 [, - —————
Peace and friendship for all nations 161
Viliam Siroky, Pr.me Minister of Czéchoalovakia, on <
the German question 161 i
Common interests of the Polish and German nations 161 ‘
The Hungarian people want peace 162 ’
People's Democracy of Bulgarie -- the GDR's fa.thful t
. and trusted friend 162 i
- ) The People's Democracies agree with the results of
the Moscow negotist.ons [the German question ] i
Poland 163 ;
i
Czechoslovakia 163 :
Rumania 163

VII. Biographical Sketches of Important Statesmen in the People's Democracies

Georgi Dimitrov -- the great fighter ageinst
war and fascism 16k

Vulko Chervenkov -- a true son of Bulgaria 168

Boleslaw Beirut --the way of a fighter for peace

and democracy 169

Klement Gottwald -- a life in the service of the ‘1
people 171

Life and works of Antonin Zapotocky 173 ? ‘
Matyas Rekosi, champion of the New Hungary 176 f 4
Gheorghe Gheorghiu-De j 178 ;

The life story of Enver Hoxha, hero of freedom 181 5

Appendix

Statistical Material on the People's Democracies
{exclusive of the GDR]
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Size and population of the People's Democracies
[giving the size in square kilometers, the population
in rounded millions, and population density, for the
8ix satellites, presumably for 1951]

Continuing increase of industrial production in the
socialist camp {giving percentages of plan fulfillment
in the six countries from 1951 through 1953; also
percentage figures for production achievements in five
basic industries)

Power supply in Poland [figures for 1950 through 1955,
in percent of 1949]

Forelgn trade of the People's Democrecies {percenteges

of trade with the People's Democrecies and with the
non-0rbit countries; comparison between 1937 and 1951)

Development of agricultural producers' couperatives
[incomplete figures on the number of cooperatives,
1951-1953]

Cultivated acreage in 1953 [in percent of 1952, by
countries and main crops)

Yields, per hectare, of the peasants’ cooperatives
in Bulgaria, 1952 [in percent of ihe yield of
privately owned land, by crops |

[1952J, yields per hectere in Czechoslovakia [in percent
of 1951 yield, for two crops)

New data on Lhe cooperative movemen. among the peasants
{short discussions by countries)

Poland

Rumania

Czechoslovakia

Hungary

Bulgaria
The share of the democraiic world market in the
foreign trade vy une wmurupean People's Democracies
[the share of insra-bicc trade of the satelliies in
their total fore.gu weuue, shown in graphs, for the

years 1937 and 19L48-51]
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